Viability of Theileria parva trivalent stabilate after thawing and maintenance at 4 degrees C for up to 15 hours.
Two experiments were conducted to determine the effect of prolonged maintenance at 4 degrees C on thawed Theileria parva stabilates. Samples maintained at 4 degrees C for 1, 12, 15 and 18 h were all infective for cattle. Immunized cattle were able to resist potentially lethal challenges 29 days later. These results indicate that the handling of T. parva trivalent stabilates for immunization against East-Coast fever in the field should be much easier than previously envisaged.